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The fifth session of the UN Plastic Pollution Treaty negotiations (INC-5.2), held in Geneva from 5-14 August 2025,
concluded without reaching consensus on a final treaty text (UNEP). In recent weeks and months, INC 5.2 has
been a major focal point of global attention. Numerous seminars, workshops, and preparatory stakeholder
dialogues were held to draft a proposal for presentation at the session. CREASION was part of the national
meeting too. All these preprations aimed to finalize a legally binding global treaty to end plastic pollution by

addressing the full lifecycle of plastics.

However, with the outcome, the question remains- were the countries actually fully prepared to go for the treaty?
Despite the presence of over 2,600 participants from 183 countries including Nepal and significant high-level
engagement, the negotiations failed to advance the Chair's Text into a legally binding instrument, prompting
calls to adjourn and reconvene later. The reason being deep divisions around core provisions, including caps on
virgin plastic production, regulation of chemicals of concern, and financing mechanisms.

Today, 430 million metric tons of plastic waste are produced worldwide, with 11 million tons ending up in marine
ecosystems (United Nations, 2023). The volume in itself is very alarming, given the fact that it takes hundreds and
thousands of years for plastic to degrade, with the issue of microplastics being unresolved. (Read our recent
article “Why the UN Plastic Treaty Matters” that highlights the need of a comprehensive treaty that not only
addresses the entire life cycle of plastics but also demands strong enforcement, science-based targeting of
chemicals, equitable financing and inclusion of vulnerable voices.)

Although the failure to secure a binding treaty at this stage is undeniably frustrating, it isn't necessarily
catastrophic. Many environmental voices have argued that accepting a diluted agreement could lock in
inadequate progress and result in delays for a stronger, more effective treaty. Indeed, sometimes no treaty is
better than a weak one.

But while we wait for the next round of negotiations and for all country
representatives to reach a consensus to finalize the treaty, it is vital for all
actors including individuals, nations and decision-makers to clarify our
priorities.

One of the most pivotal debates continues to be the tension between focusing on waste management and
recycling versus pushing for caps on plastic production and stricter regulation of harmful chemicals. No approach
is less than the other. The retreat of petrochemical-producing states advocating voluntary or downstream-only
approaches has exposed the profound challenge of reconciling economic interests with environmental urgency.
Now that the treaty process is on a pause, what practical steps can we take to measure and reduce our daily
plastic footprint?

At CREASION, we remain steadfast: addressing upstream issues particularly production limits and hazardous
chemicals is not optional; it's essential. A treaty that neglects these core drivers risks falling short of real,
meaningful impact and fails our responsibility to future generations. But we should also understand the fact that
plastic is used in a wide spectrum in our everyday life. That said, while we await the next convening, we should
not stand still. Immediate actions must include scaling up recycling and upcycling efforts, driving innovative
plastic waste management solutions, and pursuing local-level policy reforms, eventually supporting the treaty
discussions that were adjourned.

Way Forward

Our recent article has also rightly mentioned the importance of evidence-based, inclusive frameworks that center
health, biodiversity, human rights and local realities. The voices of youth, Indigenous Peoples, waste pickers, and
women must be embedded in every stage of the project/policy/treaty’s design and implementation. Further, we
are quite aware about the impact of plastic pollution, now a global environmental issue, has a disproportionate
impact on underdeveloped and developing countries. Plus, plastic is woven in all sorts of business and everyday
life of people, and switching to alternatives might come with huge financial and social risks and disruptions.
Therefore, without robust and equitable financial mechanisms, developing countries cannot bear the burden of
implementing transformative treaty requirements.


https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/resumed-fifth-session-negotiations-global-plastic-pollution-treaty?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.un.org/pl/node/71013
https://creasion.org/blog/why-the-un-plastic-treaty-matters

The treaty must ensure burden-sharing: financial support, technology transfers, and capacity-building must align
with common but differentiated responsibilities. Incremental progress must not become shallow. Each new text
must move boldly on production, chemicals, design, and finance not just waste management.

Dismissing the reality that Nepal's 2018 IPEN CEPHED study exposed the presence of globally banned toxic
additives and heavy metals in children’s toys is to betray both our humanity and our precious capacity to choose
good over catastrophe. Until the next convening and the establishment of a solid treaty, we must continue our
efforts in waste management- through recycling, upcycling, and policy standardization—at local, national,
regional, and global levels. Even if a common consensus has not yet been reached, a global discussion on this
critical matter has already begun, and we must keep it moving forward.


https://ipen.org/sites/default/files/documents/Press-release%20CEPHED%20CiP%20Nepal%20July%2021%202018.pdf
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